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Friday, 20 March 2020 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on Wednesday 18 March, we will be closing as a school 
today. We are, however, providing childcare for children of key workers and vulnerable children. I am 
writing to give you an update on our plans for this, following the latest advice from the government. 
We have now received further advice from the government in relation to people who are to be classed 
as Key Workers.  We will be working hard today and over the weekend to ensure that we have suitable 
childcare provision in place for these children in school.  The list is extensive as it will take many of us 
to support the country as we fight this virus together.  As a country, we all need to do what we can to 
reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus. The government has asked parents to keep their children at 
home, wherever possible, and asked schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely 
need to attend. 
  
The key principles we are asked to follow are: 
 

1.      If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be. 
2.      If a child needs specialist support, is vulnerable or has a parent who is a critical worker, then 

educational provision will be available for them. 
3.      Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the stringent social 

distancing category such as grandparents, friends, or family members with underlying conditions. 
4.      Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way 

which can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing principles 
as adults. 

  

The full guidance is available for you here https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-
educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-
information-for-parents-and-carers 
  

I would draw your attention to point 1.8, which states that every child who can be cared for at home, 
should be. School will close at the end of Friday 20 March and there is no expectation that pupils will 
then attend school until the advice from Government changes.  
 
While our school will be closed for general admissions, all schools across the country are being asked 
to run a childcare service for the children of key workers in essential services so that they are able to 
continue to work.   We contacted all parents yesterday and now have a list of children we think qualify 
for this. We have contacted those parents today. 
 
There is no expectation that children of these key workers have to attend school. If you fall into this 
group and wish to make other arrangements, then you are welcome to do so. Again, if the child can 
remain at home then they should be at home. 
 
Breakfast and after school club will be operating as normal, but with a reduced charge. For those 
children attending school, normal school dinner arrangements will be in place, so parents can either 
pay for school dinners or provide a packed lunch. 
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To support our planning can you please let our office email know of the care you will need for your 
child next week in the first instance if you fall into the category of a key worker.  Please also let us 
know what hours you will be accessing provision.  We understand that for some of you this is also an 
unknown and we are doing our very best to be flexible. Once I have a list of key workers I will send 
information about our initial plans for how the day will work directly to these parents. 
 
We have sent out information to all parents about how they can access our online learning, as well as 
an extensive list of the online resources available to all parents. We will be posting weekly tasks for 
your children through Purple Mash (some of our pupils are already accessing these resources!). 
 
I will continue to update you by email where possible, but please also follow our twitter 
@WoodfieldSchool and all information will be added to our website www.woodfieldprimary.co.uk  
 
These have been difficult and unprecedented times, yet our school has remained a calm, polite and 
caring place to be. This is because, as well as having the most wonderful children, I cannot thank you 
enough for the support and patience you have shown. Your trust in us has been overwhelming and, 
again, I am proud to be the Headteacher of this school. I would also like to thank all the staff here, 
who have shown dedication and professionalism throughout. Without their patience and 
understanding, the last few weeks would have been very different. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Philip Salisbury 
Headteacher 
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